






Village-based Forest Management in Dazhai Village, 
Longsheng County, Guangxi Prefecture, China
Masumi KIKUCHI?
Abstract
 Yao people have been self-sufficient through the cultivation of terraces for over 
??? years in Dazhai village Guangxi Prefecture of China. As the village assigns tracts of 
forests to households, it regards water sources and the forest plots as part of a contract 
responsibility system, and manages the land resources as collectively owned. This paper 
discusses the following two issues: first, to study the traditional values and regulations 
that sustain the system of collective ownership over forest water sources in Dazhai village, 
second, to investigate the village commons that manages natural resources in the remote 
districts of Southern China.
 In order to investigate these two issues, the first thing above all is to list the debates 
within Japan on the community-based resource management of rural villages in China. 
Many scholars in Japan argue that unlike Japanese village commons, rural China does 
not possess strong community structures to manage natural resources. Some arguments 
of this issue are questionable. In order to respond to these arguments and to criticize 
the current researches within the field examples, this paper endeavors to understand the 
history of forest management in Dazhai village through written and unwritten customary 
laws, village regulations and non-governmental agreements. Also, to research the 
statutes inherited from previous laws. Furthermore, to understand the current usage and 
























collectively owned forest water sources. Last but not least, to present the village common 
forest and resource management in Dazhai village as a strong community that has 
managed forest resources utilizing village-based systems feature in rural Southern China. 
With the example of Dazhai village, this paper criticizes the theories that oppose village 
commons in China, and Establishes a new position on the village commons debate in 
China.
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